
Niakwa Place Parent Association Committee - October Meeting Minutes 
 
October 14th, 2014 
 
In Attendance - Claire Maxwell (Principal), Connie Stanley (Vice-Principal), Erin 
Selby (Minister of Health), Jill Stockwell (Executive Assistant to Erin), Kathy 
Chmelnytzki (A/President / VP), Jody Wreggit (Treasurer), Jenefer Swanson 
(Secretary), Grant Lindgren, Michelle Neufeld, Nikki Humenchuk (Member at 
Large), Adelina Tan, Julia Paek, Dolly Batta, Tom Rhodes, Diana Deacon 
 
 
Call to Order (18:28) 
 
Introductions 
 
Erin Selby started the meeting and spoke about the following: 
 
1.  Niakwa school trying again for the Community Grant.  Jill would also be 
able to assist here or with any other questions or concerns that we may have. 
2.  There will be a book swap which will be occurring in Spring - any books for 
donation can be dropped off at her office 
 
- Jill was asked about an update on the Royalwood Playground, and advised 
that they just broke ground today. 
 
Erin and Jill departed (18:35) 
 
Review and approve the minutes from September, 2014.  Jody Wreggit 
motioned to accept the minutes of the last meeting and Grant Lindgren 
seconded the motion. 
 
Teacher's Presentation - Debbie Calvo-Yaworsky - (18:36 - 18:40) 
- discussed math and how her student's are working at different levels, where 
their sessions last about 35 to 40 minutes.  The student's are moving away from 
big groups to small groups. 
- Mrs. Calvo-Yaworsky also mentioned that she will be in Boston for a 3 day 
workshop in November 
 
 
STANDING REPORTS 
 
Administrator's Report - Claire Maxwell (18:41 - 19:00) 
 
1.  Staffing News 
- Mrs. Susan Benning - Grade 7/8 French 
- Mrs. Leslee Roeland - Front Office 



- Mr. Mike Rey - Evening Custodian 
 
2.  Camp Douglas - Which took place in Woodlands, Manitoba was very 
successful 
 
3.  Picture Day - Class pictures will be on Re-Take Day - November 13th 
 
4.  Canteen - will be every Thursday at lunchtime - a variety of items will be 
available such as cheese and crackers, fruit snacks, etc.  Items for purchase 
will vary depending on what is on sale and available for purchase.   
 
5.  October 22nd - Voting Stations will be set up in the gym for the public 
 
6.  WE Day - October 29th.  There will be 20 students from Grade 6 to 8 
involved in this.  These students must be part of the Kids Helping Kids Club 
which Mrs. Woods handles.  There will be 1 Local and 1 Global Project which 
have not been chosen as of this time. 
 
7.  Kindergarten Vision and Hearing Screening - October 29th 
 
8.  Family Literacy and Numeracy Night - October 28th, 5:30-7:00pm - there 
will be numerous stations in the gym set up that highlight words, reading, 
numbers, etc. 
 
9.  SAGE - October 24th - Professional Developmental Day 
 
10. Field Trips - Grade 1/2 and 2/3 - will be going to MTYP on November 7th 
                - Grade 3/4 - will be going to Bird's Hill Park on November 4th 
 
11. F&ST - Families and Schools Together - this is a 10 week program.  For 
Grades 4 and under. Where 6 families to a maximum of 10 participate in a 
parenting program that teaches parents how to work with their kids.  Occurs 1 
night a week from 4:30 to 7:00pm. 
 
12.  SCIP Grant - A $1500.00 divisional grant provided to the school 
- Claire spoke about the Festival of Lights and Learning (For Grades 5 to 8) 
where she would like to have 1 larger entertainer in the gym 
- Jody brought up possibly having some type of entertainment for the younger 
kids 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Jody Wreggit (19:01 - 19:08) 
 
- Jody presented the Bank Balance Report as of October 14th, 2014 
- Jody also presented the financial reports for the Back to School BBQ, and the 
Show & Save Fundraiser. 
 



- Nikki Humenchuk mentioned about getting food for next year from Sysco 
(Directly from the distributors).  Also mentioned was to have a reptile 
farm.  These possible ideas are to be explored before next years BBQ. 
 
 
Pizza Day Report - Michelle Neufeld (19:08 - 19:11) - there was no pizza day in 
September.  Our next Pizza Day is on Tuesday, October 28th.  Pizza forms are 
due this Friday. 
- Michelle answered numerous questions about the volunteers required for 
pizza day, as well as Pizza Day in general. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
1.  Capital Project - Playground Equipment - (19:11 - 19:34) - Jody provided 
information about receiving the Winnipeg Infrastructure Grant of $33,000.00 
which must be spent by June 2015.  As of this time, JD Penner has attended 
the school to provide an estimate for equipment removal and installation of 
new equipment. 
 
- Jody and Claire responded to numerous questions in regards to the playground 
process, committee, and future phases.   
 
2.  Filling Vacant PAC Executive Positions - (19:34 - 19:47) - Formal nominations 
will be accepted in January 2015.  An announcement will be circulated to all 
parents at that time. 
 
- there were numerous questions raised and answers provided in regards to 
when the last AGM was and when the future AGM will be.  As well as vacant 
positions on the executive and information about the Constitution and By-
laws.   
- Kathy will be sending the constitution out to all in attendance within the next 
short period 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1.  December funding options (19:47 - 19:49) - Gift baskets provided by 
donations from each classroom, as well as from the teachers.  Possible bake 
sale.  There will be no 50/50 this year. 
- Nikki suggested that their be a Fundraising Committee for next year to look 
into other fundraising options.  Diana Deacon will be assisting in this committee 
if/when it is formed. 
 
2.  From the Floor - (19:50 - 19:54) - Diana Deacon mentioned about possibly 
having some type of indoor lunch and after school program where kids would 
sign up for 1 lunch a week and do a crafts / cake decorating / yoga / magic / 



etc during that time.  Group of 20 to 30 kids.  Flyer provided.   
- There were numerous questions and concerns raised in regards to this such as 
who would supervise, how would the kids be chosen, which grades would 
participate, any outside person would need to have criminal checks, etc. 
- Diana Deacon and Nikki Humenchuk to explore this further. 
 
Announcements - Kathy advised that there will be Budget Consultations at the 
LRSD on November 25th at 7:00pm at 900 St. Mary’s Road, and if anyone would 
be interested in attending.  Tom Rhodes indicated that he would go.  If others 
are interested, they are to contact Kathy Chmelnytzki 
 
Next Meeting - November 4th, 2014 - 6:30pm 
 
Meeting Adjourned - 19:55 Hours 
 


